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Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies brings to the scholarly world the underrep-
resented field of  Eastern Christianity. This series consists of  monographs, 
edited collections, texts and translations of  the documents of  Eastern 
Christianity, as well as studies of  topics relevant to the world of  historic 
Orthodoxy and early Christianity.

The Interpretations of  the Theotokias by the 
Patriarch John Ibn Qiddis
By Youhanna Youssef
The theotokias are prayers dedicated to the Virgin Mary, the Mother 
of  God (Theotokos). In the early fourteenth century, the Patriarch 
of  the Coptic Church, Ibn Qiddis, composed and paraphrased – in 
Coptic – the Theotokias. His work has only survived in a single 
manuscript. This book introduces the author, John Ibn Qiddis, 
his liturgical, pastoral, and literary activities, and the Coptic lan-
guage of  his time, followed by the texts and an English translation.

978-1-4632-3948-0 / Hb / $95.00

The Chronicle of  Michael the Great (The Edessa-
Aleppo Syriac Codex)
Books XV–XXI. From the Year 1050 to 1195 AD
Edited and Translated by Amir Harrak
Michael the Great was elected patriarch of  the Syriac Orthodox 
church in a most instable period. He nevertheless, found time, 
clarity of  mind, and determination to write a voluminous world 
chronicle, which he completed four years before he died on No-
vember 7, 1199. The present edition and its translation begin with 
Book XV and end with Book XXI, the last Book in the Chronicle, 
thereby covering more than 160 years, from AD 1031 to AD 1195.

978-1-4632-4031-8 / Hb / $215.00 

Death and Afterlife in Ancient Jewish and Christian 
Literature
By Pau Figueras
This handbook explores beliefs of  ancient Jews and Christians 
surrounding death and the afterlife through the lens of  texts 
ranging from the Old Testament and New Testament, to Sec-
ond Temple period and rabbinic literature, to early Christian 
writings. Figueras further brings together eschatological texts 

The Antioch Bible Series provides both the text of  the Syriac Bible (called 
the “Peshitta”) and an up-to-date English translation. The Syriac is fully 
vocalized and pointed so that readers at any level will be able to work with 
it—from beginners who are just starting to learn the language to experi-
enced scholars who want a text to consult. See page 3 for subscription info.

Genesis According to the Syriac Peshitta Version with 
English Translation
English Translation by Craig E. Morrison with Assistance 
from Claudio Balzaretti and Mirko Pozzobon
Text Prepared by George A. Kiraz & Joseph Bali

978-1-4632-0741-0 / Cloth / $150.00

The Book of  Women According to the Syriac Peshitta 
Version with English Translation
Ruth, Susanna, Esther, and Judith
English Translation by Donald M. Walter,
Gillian Greenberg & Eric Tully
Text Prepared by George A. Kiraz & Joseph Bali

978-1-4632-0589-8 / Cloth / $150.00

3-4 Maccabees According to the Syriac Peshitta 
Version with English Translation
English Translation by Philip Forness
Text Prepared by George A. Kiraz & Joseph Bali

978-1-4632-0588-1 / Cloth / $150.00

2 Maccabees According to the Syriac Peshitta Version 
with English Translation
English Translation by Philip Forness
Text Prepared by George A. Kiraz & Joseph Bali

978-1-4632-0587-4 / Cloth / $150.00

Proverbs, Qoheleth, and Song of  Songs According to 
the Syriac Peshitta Version with English Translation
English Translation by Robert Owens
Text Prepared by George A. Kiraz & Joseph Bali

978-1-4632-3911-4 / Cloth / $150.00 Gorgias Handbooks provides students and scholars with refer-
ence books, textbooks and introductions to different topics or 
fields of  study. In this series, Gorgias welcomes books that are 
able to communicate information, ideas and concepts effective-
ly and concisely, with useful reference bibliographies for further study.

Gorgias Chronicles of  Late Antiquity aims to publish Syriac and Christian 
Arabic chronicles dating between the 6th and the 14th centuries in their 
original languages and with facing English translations. The translations 
will make these unique chronographic sources accessible to as wide an au-
dience as possible, offering the specialist the opportunity to read them in 
the original languages and to compare them with the translations.
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See page 8 for full series description.

The Role of  Male Royal Offspring in 18th Dynasty 
Egypt
By Megaera C. Lorenz
This monograph examines the political and ideological 
roles of  King’s Sons during the 18th Dynasty of  ancient 
Egypt. Drawing on textual and material data, Lorenz con-
tributes a new understanding of  heir status during this peri-
od, and further analyzes the relationship between the mythos 
of  divine kingship and the symbol of  divine/royal child.

978-1-4632-0746-5 / Hb / $110.00

The Masorah of  the Former Prophets in the 
Leningrad Codex
Vol. 4: 2 Samuel
By David Marcus
This work represents the first time that a major part of  the 
masorah of  the great Leningrad Codex, that of  the For-
mer Prophets, is being published with an English trans-
lation and commentary.  Almost nine-thousand notes 
are transcribed and annotated with biblical references.

978-1-4632-0602-4 / Hb / $182.00

Hidden Treasure
Doublet Catchwords in the Leningrad Codex
By David Marcus
This work presents to the scholarly world the hitherto unpub-
lished trove of  over 500 catchwords that were attached to Mas-
oretic doublet notes in the Leningrad Codex.  All the doublets 
with their catchwords are listed both in the chronological order 
of  their first appearance in the Bible and again on their second 
appearance. The nature of  the catchwords, their purpose, and their 
relation to other Masoretic notes are described in detail, and sug-
gestions are made how they can be of  value to biblical scholars.

978-1-4632-4039-4 / Hb / $95.00

From Caucasian Albania to Arran (300 BC – AD 1300)
People, Country and History
Edited by Robert Hoyland
The first ever study in English dedicated to Albania in Late Antiq-
uity to the Medieval period.

978-1-4632-3988-6 / Hb / $95.00

“One of  Life and One of  Death”
Apocalypticism and the Didache’s Two Ways
By Shawn J. Wilhite
This book explores the apocalyptic influence upon the Two Ways 
metaphor in antiquity and more particularly the influence of  the 
Two Ways in the Didache as veering from an apocalyptic world-
view. The argument includes essential critical evaluation of  the 
apocalyptic genre and assesses the apocalyptic features in ancient 
Two Ways texts. The predominant focus of  the book will docu-
ment and critically assess how the Didache veers from maintaining 
an apocalyptic worldview in its expression of  the Two Ways (Did. 
1–6).

978-1-4632-4025-7 / Hb 

from Iran, Egypt, Greece, and Rome as comparanda, and pro-
vides context and bibliography to guide readers in their study 
of  ancient Jewish and Christian views of  death and the afterlife.

978-1-4632-3919-0 / Pb / $65.00

Calling Out to Isis
The Enduring Presence of  Nubian Worshippers at Philae
By Solange Ashby
The expansion of  the cult of  the goddess Isis throughout the Med-
iterranean world demonstrates the widespread appeal of  Egyptian 
religion in the Greco-Roman period. In this monograph, Ashby 
focuses on an oft-neglected population in studies of  this phe-
nomenon: Nubian worshipers. Through examination of  prayer 
inscriptions and legal agreements engraved on temple walls, as 
well as Ptolemaic royal decrees and temple imagery, Ashby sheds 
new light on the involvement of  Nubians in the Egyptian tem-
ples of  Lower Nubia, and further draws comparisons between 
Nubian cultic practices and the Meroitic royal funerary cult.

978-1-4632-0715-1 / Hb / $95.00

This series publishes scholarly research focusing on the societies, material 
cultures, technologies, religions, and languages that emerged from Mes-
opotamia, Egypt, and the Levant. Gorgias Studies in the Ancient Near East 
features studies with both humanistic and social scientific approaches.  

See page 12 for full series description.

Gorgias Studies in Early Christianity and Patristics is designed to advance our 
understanding of  various aspects of  early Christianity. The scope of  the 
series is broad, with volumes addressing the historical, cultural, literary, 
theological and philosophical contexts of  the early Church. The series, 
reflecting the most current scholarship, is essential to advanced students 
and scholars of  early Christianity.
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1 Maccabees According to the 
Syriac Peshitta Version with 
English Translation
Translated by Philip Forness
Text Prepared by George A. Kiraz 
& Joseph Bali

978-1-4632-0585-0 / Cloth / $150.00

See page 4 for full series description.

In this series, Gorgias publishes monographs on the history, theology, re-
daction and literary criticism of  the biblical texts. Gorgias particularly wel-
comes proposals from younger scholars whose dissertations have made an 
important contribution to either Hebrew Bible or New Testament studies, 
provided that they meet standards of  academic rigor.

The Psalms According to the Syriac Peshitta Version 
with English Translation
English Translation by Richard A. Taylor
Text Prepared by George A. Kiraz & Joseph Bali

978-1-4632-0639-0 / Cloth / $150.00

1 & 2 Chronicles According to the Syriac Peshitta 
Version with English Translation
English Translation by Robert P. Gordon
Text Prepared by George A. Kiraz & Joseph Bali

978-1-4632-0571-3 / Cloth / $150.00

The God of  Thunder and War in Micah, Habakkuk, 
and Zechariah
By Jamie A. Banister
This volume explores the storm-/warrior-god motif  as found in 
non-biblical ANE texts, followed by an analysis of  the language 
and imagery in several noteworthy theophanic passages in theBiblical Intersections explores various topics beyond theological or exclusive-

-ly historical exegetical studies, including the relationship of  Hebrew and 
Christian scripture to philosophy, sociology, anthropology, economics, cul-
tural studies, intertextuality and literary studies. Biblical Intersections seeks to 
be the leading publishing outlet of  scholarship combining Biblical Studies 
and other professional fields, attending to both the ancient and modern 
cultural contexts of  the text.

Women in Drag
Gender and Performance in the Hebrew 
Bible and Early Jewish Literature
By Caryn Tamber-Rosenau
Tamber-Rosenau presents the first 
systematic study, both text-centered 
and deeply engaged with a variety of  
queer-theoretical frameworks, of  the 
motif  of  the woman-turned-warrior in 
ancient Jewish literature. Through analysis 
from queer-theoretical perspectives and 

comparison with ancient Near Eastern and Greco-Roman litera-
ture, Women in Drag shines new light on three strong female charac-
ters from the Hebrew Bible and the early days of  Jewish literature.

978-1-4632-0716-8 / Hb / Nov 2018 / 294 pp. / $95.00

Daughter Zion’s Trauma
A Trauma-Informed Reading of  the Book 
of  Lamentations
By James W.S. Yansen
Daughter Zion’s Trauma offers a new crit-
ical reading of  the Book of  Lamenta-
tions through the lens of  trauma studies. 
Through structural analysis and use of  
the concept of  non-referential history as 
a heuristic lens, Yansen yields fresh in-
sights into the book’s form, language, and 

larger “historical” significance. Utilizing insights from study of  the 
rhetorical dimensions of  the trauma process in cultural trauma, this 
study asserts that Lamentations strategically adapts certain religious 
traditions to ensure the survival of  those whose voices it echoes.

978-1-4632-0744-1 / Hb / $110.00 

Middle Eastern Christians Facing Challenges
Reflections on the Special Synod for the Middle East
Edited by Dietmar W. Winkler
This volume has arisen from the ‘Middle East Synod’ in 
Rome in 2010. The articles within focus on the relations 
of  Christians and Churches with their socio-political, reli-
gious and ecclesial environments. Ecumenical relations and 
communion are at stake as well as relationships, witness and 
dialogue with Jews, Muslims, state entities, and new rela-
tions forged in the West through emigration and diaspora.

978-1-4632-4041-7 / Hb / $95.00

Other Forthcoming Titles

New Releases
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Hebrew Bible. These characteristics 
and vocabulary are used in later chap-
ters to identify and analyze similar mo-
tifs in the Twelve Prophets, especially 
focusing on Mic 7:7-20; Habakkuk 3; 
and Zech 9:9-16 as test cases. By trac-
ing the use of  the storm-/warrior-god 
motif  and language associated with 
it, a detectable shift is apparent in the 
use of  the motif  in the HB that corre-
sponds with the development of  mono-
theism within Ancient Israelite religion.

978-1-4632-0611-6 / Hb / Aug 2018 / 212 pp. / $95.00

“And from his side came blood and milk’’
The Martyrdom of  St Philotheus of  Antioch in Coptic Egypt
By Anna Rogozhina
This book examines the function and development of  the cult 
of  saints in Coptic Egypt, focusing primarily on the material pro-
vided by the texts forming the Coptic hagiographical tradition 
of  the early Christian martyr Philotheus of  Antioch, and more 
specifically, the Martyrdom of  St Philotheus of  Antioch (Pier-
pont Morgan M583). This Martyrdom is a reflection of  a once 
flourishing cult which is attested in Egypt by rich textual and 
material evidence. This text enjoyed great popularity not only in 
Egypt, but also in other countries of  the Christian East, since his 
dossier includes texts in Coptic, Georgian, Ethiopic, and Arabic.

978-1-4632-3916-9 / Hb / $95.00

Sermon on Saint Thomas, the 
Beloved Apostle
A Syriac Catholic Panegyric from Seven-
teenth Century Malabar
Edited and translated, with an 
Introduction by Radu Mustaţă
A study of  a homily in praise of  Saint 
Thomas, written in Syriac by a Catholic 
missionary. The homily, which is pre-
served in two manuscripts, is an import-
ant witness to the interaction between the 

Indian Syrian Christians and the Western Catholic missionaries.
978-1-4632-3902-2 / Hb / $65.00

Biblical Ethics
Tensions Between Justice and Mercy, Law 
and Love
Edited by Markus Zehnder & Peter 
Wick
Biblical theology is confronted with ten-
sions between love and justice. There 
are sometimes attempts to avoid these 
tensions by dissolving one side of  the 
opposing concept. One such attempt 
is to identify love and mercy as the es-

sence of  Christian theology, overcoming law and reciprocal jus-
tice. However, such a dissolution is irresponsible not only eth-
ically, but also theologically—as the discussion in a number of  
the studies collected in the present volume will demonstrate.

978-1-4632-3945-9 / Hb / Jan 2019 / 349 pp. / $95.00

Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies brings to the scholarly world the underrep-
resented field of  Eastern Christianity. This series consists of  monographs, 
edited collections, texts and translations of  the documents of  Eastern 
Christianity, as well as studies of  topics relevant to the world of  historic 
Orthodoxy and early Christianity.

A Contextual Reading of  
Ethiopian Crosses Through 
Form and Ritual
Kaleidoscopes of  Meaning
By Maria Evangelatou
An exploration of  the ways in which cross-
es reflect and shape ideas and practices in 
Ethiopian culture: from religious values 
and rituals to magic and apocalyptic be-
liefs, and from individual identities to so-
cio-political structures and power relations.

978-1-4632-0578-2 / Hb / Dec 2018 / 382 pp. / $95.00 

Gorgias Handbooks provides students and scholars with refer-
ence books, textbooks and introductions to different topics or 
fields of  study. In this series, Gorgias welcomes books that are 
able to communicate information, ideas and concepts effective-
ly and concisely, with useful reference bibliographies for further study.

Near and Middle Eastern Studies 
at the Institute for Advanced 
Study, Princeton: 1935–2018
Edited by Sabine Schmidtke
The history of  Near and Middle East-
ern Studies at the Institute for Advanced 
Study dates back to 1935, and it is the 
one area of  scholarship that has been 
continuously represented at the Insti-
tute ever since. The volume opens with 
a historical sketch of  the study of  the 

Near and Middle East at the Institute. The second part of  the 
volume consists of  essays and short studies by IAS scholars, past 
and present, covering fields such as the ancient Near East and 
early Islamic history, the Bible and the Qurʾān, Islamic intellectu-
al history within and beyond denominational history, Arabic and 
other Semitic languages and literatures, Islamic religious and legal 
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See page 5 for full series description.

Alphabet Scribes in the Land of  
Cuneiform
Sēpiru Professionals in Mesopotamia in 
the Neo-Babylonian and Achaemenid 
Periods
By Yigal Bloch
This book treats the alphabet scribes in 
Mesopotamia in the Neo-Babylonian and 
Achaemenid periods (6th-5th centuries 
BCE). Bloch defends the understand-
ing of  the term sēpiru as a designation 

of  alphabet scribes, discusses the functions of  sēpiru profession-
als in Babylonia, and discusses their ethnic origins, with special 
attention to the participation of  Judeans in Babylonia in this 
profession. The monograph includes translations of  over 100 
Late Babylonian economic, legal, and administrative documents.

978-1-4632-0635-2 / Hb / Sept 2018 / 515 pp. / $165.00 

He Did Not Fear
Xusro Parviz, King of  Kings of  the Sasanian Empire
By Keenan Baca-Winters
This book explores Xusro II who, as a man, was as complex, 
deep, and complicated as any other historical figure, and com-

Gorgias Studies in Classical and Late Antiquity contains monographs and 
edited volumes on the Greco-Roman world and its transition into Late 
Antiquity, encompassing political and social structures, knowledge and 
educational ideals, art, architecture and literature.  This series also exam-
ines the exchange between the classical heritage and early Christianity.

Gorgias Islamic Studies spans a wide range of  subject areas, seeking to un-
derstand Islam as a complete cultural and religious unity. This series draws 
together political, socio-cultural, textual, and historical approaches from 
across disciplines. Containing monographs, edited collections of  essays, 
and primary source texts in translation, this series seeks to present a com-
prehensive, critical, and constructive picture of  this centuries- and conti-
nent-spanning religion.

Women in Islamic Biographical 
Collections
From Ibn Sa’d to Who’s Who
By Ruth Roded
A groundbreaking study of  40 bib-
liographical collections, dating from 
the 9th century to the present, inves-
tigating which type of  woman Mus-
lim scholars have deemed worthy of  
recording for posterity. The analysis 
clearly indicates that Muslim wom-

en have achieved prominence in certain fields at certain times.
978-1-4632-3930-5 / Hb / Feb 2019 / 217 pp. / $95.00 

Seeing Islam as Others Saw It
A Survey and Evaluation of  Christian, 
Jewish and Zoroastrian Writings on 
Early Islam
By Robert Hoyland
This seminal work continues to shape 
the thought of  specialists studying 
the Late Antique crossroads at which 
Christian, Jewish, Zoroastrian, and Is-
lamic histories met, by offering the 
field a new approach to the vexing 

question of  how to write the early history of  Islam. The new 
edition of  the study produces the original text with the addi-
tion of  a substantial forward in which Hoyland discusses how 
the field has developed over the two decades that proceeded 
the book’s first publication. Hoyland also shares some person-
al reflections on how his thinking has since developed and the 
potential impact of  this on the findings of  the original study.

978-1-4632-3926-8 / Hb / Jan 2019 / 752 pp. / $95.00 

Invitación a la lengua siriaca
By George A. Kiraz
Edición y traducción española de Joan Ferrer &
Juan Pedro Monferrer-Sala
A Spanish translation of  George Kiraz’s popular New Syriac 
Primer. This fruitful integration of  scholarly introduction and 
practical application provides a primer that is more than a sim-
ple grammar or syntactic introduction to the language. Writ-
ing in a style designed for beginners, Kiraz avoids technical 
language and strives for a reader-friendly inductive approach.

   978-1-4632-0636-9 / Pb / $48.00

Classical Syriac
By Arman Akopian
A grammar of  Classical Syriac. An introductory course of  eight les-
sons presents the Syriac phonology and script, followed by the basic 
course of  40 lessons. The book is designed to cover one academic year.

   978-1-4632-3979-4 / Pb / April 2019 / 424 pp. / $85.00

practices, law and society, the Islamic West, the Ottoman world, 
Iranian studies, the modern Middle East, and Islam in the West.

978-1-4632-0750-2 / Hb / April 2018 / 680 pp. / $248.00 
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-pliments Walter Kaegi’s biography of  
the Roman emperor Heraclius, Xusro 
II’s contemporary and nemesis. This 
monograph fully examines the rich cul-
tural and religious landscape of  Late 
Antiquity by analyzing primary sources 
from the Roman Empire, Zoroastrian 
tradition, Eastern Christianity, Armenia, 
Arab Muslim historians, and Persian Mus-
lims, who were trying to find and hold 
onto their identity in a changing world.

978-1-4632-3927-5 / Hb / Dec 2018 / 283 pp. / $95.00 

Fate, Freedom, and Happiness
Clement and Alexander on the Dignity of  
Human Responsibility
By Daniel Robinson
In what particular manner human beings 
are free moral agents and to what extent 
they can reasonably expect to attain a 
good life are two intertwined questions 
that rose to prominence in antiquity and 
have remained so to the present day. 
This book analyzes and compares the 

approaches of  two significant authors from different schools at 
the turn of  the third century CE, Alexander of  Aphrodisias and 
Clement of  Alexandria. These contemporaries utilize their respec-
tive Peripatetic and Christian commitments in their employment 
of  the shared Greek classics toward these shared ethical questions.

978-1-4632-3928-2 / Hb / $125.00

See page 5 for full series description.

Islamic History and Thought provides a platform for scholarly research on 
any geographic area within the expansive Islamic world, stretching from 
the Mediterranean to China, and dated to any period from the eve of  Is-
lam until the early modern era.  This series contains original monographs, 
translations (Arabic, Persian, Syriac, Greek, and Latin) and edited volumes.

Early Philosophical Ṣūfism
The Neoplatonic Thought of  Ḥusayn Ibn 
Manṣūr al-Ḥallāğ
By Saer El-Jaichi
In this ground-breaking book, Saer 
El-Jaichi studies the famous medieval 
Islamic Mystic Ibn Mansūr al-Ḥallāğ 
and the important, yet largely neglect-
ed, connection between Neoplatonism 
and mysticism in al-Ḥallāğ’s thought. In 
particular, El-Jaichi looks at  the Neo-

platonic underpinnings of  Hallaj’s main ideas as keys to unlock-
ing a deeper understanding of  his basic philosophical positions 
on (1) God’s unknowability, (2) divine causation, (3) the experi-
ence of  divine love, and (4) Muhammad’s primordial existence.

978-1-4632-3917-6 / Hb / Oct 2018 / 232 pp. / $140.00 

century. The chapters combine ar-
chaeological evidence, museum ob-
jects, primary texts, and early pho-
tographs of  the Middle East. This 
interdisciplinary approach demonstrates 
the importance of  material culture and 
traditional craft practices in the recon-
struction of  social and economic history.

978-1-4632-3900-8 / Hb / July 2018 / 379 pp. / $135.00 

The Arts and Crafts of  Syria and Egypt from the 
Ayyubids to World War I: Collected Essays
By Marcus Milwright
This book addresses the production, distribution and use of  
manufactured objects in Egypt and Syria from the start of  
the Ayyubid dynasty in 1171 through to the early twentieth 

Umayyad Christianity
John of  Damascus as a contextual exam-
ple of  identity formation in Early Islam
By Najib George Awad
A study of  the identity-formation process 
that the Christians of  Syria-Palestine ex-
perienced during the Umayyad Caliphate. 
It approaches this subject by using John 
of  Damascus and his writings on Islam 
as a case-study. Proceeding from a cen-
tralizing ‘context’, the monograph revisits 

John of  Damascus’s legacy (and the Umayyad Christians’ identi-
ty-formation of  that era) from the perspective of  his historical, 
Islamic-Arabic context, and not from any assumed, mita-narra-
tive, common to contemporary pro-Byzantine theology scholars.

978-1-4632-0757-1 / Hb / Dec 2018 / 484 pp. / $95.00 

Half  of  my Heart
The Narratives of  Zaynab, Daughter of  
ʿAlî
By Christopher Paul Clohessy
As Abû ʿAbd Allâh al-Ḥusayn, son 
of  ʿAlî and Fâṭima and grandson of  
Muḥammad, moved inexorably towards 
death on the field of  Karbalâʾ, his sis-
ter Zaynab was drawn ever closer to the 
centre of  the family of  Muḥammad, the 
‘people of  the house’ (ahl al-bayt). There 
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Fâṭima, Daughter of  Muhammad
Second Edition
By Christopher Paul Clohessy
The only child of  Muhammad to survive 
him, Fatima was from early times taken 
up by Shî’a Islam, for whose adherents 
she is the virgin mother, the heavenly in-
tercessor with untold power before God’s 
throne, and the grieving mother of  al-Hu-
sayn, the Shi’a’s most important martyr. 
During her life she was impoverished and 

weak, neglected, marginalized, and divested of  justice: but her re-
ward in heaven comprises incalculable riches, all those in heaven 
will bow their heads to her, and her company will be the angels 
and the friends of  God. Here, for the first time, her story is told.

978-1-4632-3933-6 / Hb / Nov 2018 / 373 pp. / $95.00
978-1-4632-3939-8 / Pb / Dec 2018 / 373 pp. / $55.00 

Women in Shiʿism
Ancient Stories, Modern Ideologies
By Amina Inloes
What is the nature and social role of  
women? In today’s Shi‘ism, these ques-
tions are often answered through the 
“separate-but- equal” ideology which 
emphasizes the role of  women as 
wives and mothers, and places men 
in authority. But is this the only ideol-
ogy which can be derived from Shi‘i 

scriptural sources? This book takes a more nuanced approach 
to that question by exploring how women are portrayed in had-
ith on ancient sacred narrative – the stories of  the prophets.

978-1-4632-0726-7 / Hb / Jan 2019 / 402 pp. / $95.00 

Zwischen Māturīdīya und 
Ašʿarīya
Abū Šakūr as-Sālimi und sein Tamhīd 
fī bayān at-tauḥīd
By Angelika Brodersen
The present work provides a new edi-
tion and substantial German com-
mentary of  the important theolog-
ical Arabic work Al-Tamhīd fī bayān 
al-tauḥīd (“Introduction to the ex-
planation of  monotheism”) by the 

5th/11th century scholar Abū Shakūr al-Sālimī. The work 
and its author belong to the theological school that succeeded 
Abū Manṣūr al-Māturīdī (died 333/944) and still serve as im-
portant markers of  Sunnī theology into the nineteenth century.

978-1-4632-3941-1 / Hb / Feb 2019 / 515 pp. / $125.00

The Aqaba Khans and the 
Origin of  Khans in Jordan
An Archaeological Approach
By Reem al-Shqour
A diachronic study of  the develop-
ment of  Aqaba castle, an important 
Islamic khan at the junction of  two 
major pilgrim routes, both based on 
Arabic and Crusader sources and the 
results of  the excavations undertak-
en by Ghent University in Aqaba.

978-1-4632-0651-2 / Hb / 465 pp. / $125.00 

The Making of  the Mosque
A Survey into Religious Imperatives
By Essam Ayyad
While the structure built by the Proph-
et in Madina, soon after the Hijra in 622 
AD, is believed by many to have later 
provided the prototype of  the mosque, 
the dominant theory that it was only a 
private residence casts doubt on that be-
lief. The current study provides fresh  ev-
idence, based on the Qurʾān, ḥadīth and 

early poetry, that this structure was indeed built to be a mosque.
978-1-4632-0727-4 / Hb / $95.00 

The Naval Commanders of  Early 
Islam
A Prosopographical Approach
By Avraham Elmakias, Translated by 
Limor Yungman
Who were the commanders of  the Is-
lamic navy during the early years of  
Islam? Using the prosopographical 
method, Elmakias has materialized 
the characters of  these command-
ers during the first two centuries of  

Islam. These individuals led the Islamic navy in the first con-
quests of  the Islamic empire, thus enabling the spread and ex-
pansion of  Islamic influence. Prosopography allowed me to 
follow these commanders, from their background, tribal and 
cultural affiliation, to their military and administrative careers.

978-1-4632-0645-1 / Hb / Dec 2018 / 221 pp. / $95.00 

she would remain for a few historic days, challenging the wick-
edness of  the Islamic leadership, defending the actions of  her 
brother, initiating the commemorative rituals, protecting and nur-
turing the new Imâm, al-Ḥusayn’s son ʿAlî b. al-Ḥusayn b. ʿAlî b. 
Abî Ṭâlib, until he could take his rightful place. This is her story.

978-1-4632-3937-4 / Hb / Dec 2018 / 309 pp. / $95.00 

Islamic Origins, Arabian Custom, and the Documents 
of  the Prophet
By Sarah Mirza
Early Islamic historical literature attributes several hundred prag-
matic documents to the Prophet Muḥammad. The consistent 
use of  epistolary and legal formulae, which are found only in 
these documents, encourages us to treat these texts as a corpus. 
In addition to consistent terminology, formulaic structure, and 
formulae, these texts show remarkable stability through trans-
mission. A comparison of  these texts with Umayyad and ʿAb-
basid papyri reveals that the Prophet’s documents reflect obsolete 
or otherwise unattested formulae. This study will demonstrate 
through three case studies the particular functions of  these doc-

10



Visit us at www.gorgiaspress.com

N
e

w R
e

le
a

se
s

Missionary Life in Persia
Being glimpses at a quarter of  a century 
of  labors among the Nestorian Christians
By Justin Perkins; Introduction by 
John Pierre Ameer
An account by the American missionary, 
Justin Perkins, of  his years living among 
the Christians of  Persia, with a new Intro-
duction by John Ameer, setting the activi-
ties and experiences of  the American mis-
sionaries in Persia in their historical context.

978-1-4632-3921-3 / Hb / Aug 2018 / 176 pp. / $65.00

Kiraz Historic Travels Archive is a series of  reprints of  historic travelogues 
from travelers to regions of  high antiquity: North Africa, Western and 
West-Central Asia. Glimpses into a forgotten world, these journals show 
us many of  the roots of  our own present-day civilization.

The Modern Muslim World provides a platform for scholarly research on Is-
lamic and Muslim thought, emerging from any geographical area and dated 
to any period from the 17th century until the present day. 

Theory and Practice in Islamic 
Constitutionalism
From Classical Fiqh to Modern Systems
By Pietro Longo
The present work deals with Islamic law 
and the  law of  the Muslim countries. 
More specifically, the author has studied 
the constitutional law of  the Islamic legal 
tradition, starting from the  perspective 
of  the law of  Caliphate. Moreover, this 
work focuses on the process of  institu-

tionalization, which, since the first half  of  19th century, led to  
the adoption of  civil law in both sunnī and šī‘ī world. Further, 
this study combines different methodological approaches, based 
on Islamic law, analyzing sources in Arabic, especially classical 
and contemporary fiqh booklets, and also following the approach 
of  comparative public law to highlight how modern Constitu-
tions of  Muslim countries differ from western constitutionalism.

 978-1-4632-0693-2 / Hb / $99.00

Perspectives on Linguistics and Ancient Languages (PLAL) contains peer-re-
viewed essays, monographs, and reference works. It focuses on the theo-
ry and practice of  ancient-language research and lexicography that is in-
formed by modern linguistics. Studies in this series include both Semitic 
and Indo-European languages.

Multilingual and Multigraphic 
Documents and Manuscripts of  
East and West
Edited by Giuseppe Mandalà & 
Inmaculada Pérez Martín
This volume deals with the evidence 
from manuscripts and handwritten 
documents with multilingual and mul-
tigraphic structures in Arabic, He-
brew, Latin and Greek, conceived and 
designed to display texts in different 

languages or scripts, as well as addressing the historical con-
text of  these testimonia (their production, use and circulation) 
and focusing on problems inherent to multicultural societies.

   978-1-4632-0283-5 / Hb / June 2018 / 541 pp. / $189.00

Neologisms in Modern Literary 
Syriac
By Ebbe E. Knudsen & Elie Wardini
This book is the culmination of  the Turab-
din Project, the goal of  which is to moni-
tor the development of  Modern Literary 
Syriac from the 1980s to the present. The 
approach is descriptive and contrastive 
relative to the Classical language, signifi-
cant differences between Modern Literary 
Syriac and Classical Syriac are noted. The 

main focus is on neologisms and new developments in the lexicon.
   978-1-4632-3936-7 / Hb / Oct 2018 / 450 pp. / $95.00

Persian Martyr Acts in Syriac is a series of  Syriac martyrological texts com-
posed from the fourth century into the Islamic period. They detail the 
martyrdom of  a diversity of  Christians at the hands of  Sasanian kings, 
bureaucrats, and priests. These documents vary from purely mythologi-
cal accounts to descriptions of  actual events with a clear historical basis, 
however distorted by the hagiographer’s hand.

-uments in the history of  social relations in late antique Arabia.
978-1-4632-0644-4 / Hb / $95.00
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Kierkegaard and Eastern 
Orthodox Thought
A Comparative Philosophical Analysis
By Ágúst Magnússon
The continuing popularity and influence 
of  Søren Aabye Kierkegaard remains 
something of  a minor miracle.Kierke-
gaard himself  would undoubtedly find 
some humor in this development as a 
part of  his overall philosophical proj-
ect was to provide a full-frontal assault 

on the growing dominance of  ‘objective’ thinking and the hy-
per-professionalization of  all areas of  human thought and life. 
This book provides yet another attempt to engage with the bit-
ing wit and philosophical insights of  Kierkegaard’s philosophy.

978-1-4632-3947-3 / Hb / $95.00

Current Research in Nubian 
Archaeology
Edited by Samantha Tipper & 
Gemma Tully
A compilation of  the latest scientif-
ic and archaeological research car-
ried out by scholars working in Su-
dan, providing an insight into the 
daily life and health of  ancient Nubians.

978-1-4632-3940-4 / Hb / Jan 2019 / 219 pp. / $95.00

Perspectives on Philosophy and Religious Thought provides a forum for original 
scholarship on theological and philosophical issues, promoting dialogue 
between the wide-ranging fields of  religious and logical thought. This se-
ries includes studies on both the interaction between different theistic or 
philosophical traditions and their development in historical perspective.

Regenerating Practices in Archaeology and Heritage is an interdisciplinary series 
exploring emerging debates in Archaeology and Heritage studies. Through 
contemporary theory and practice, the volumes in this series are intended 
to build on and complement each other, showing connectivity between 
diverse scales of  discourse and between different subfields. The series en-
compasses methodological, scientific and theoretical themes, and will en-
compass: collaborative archaeology; museum practice; digital humanities; 

archaeological fieldwork methodologies; and the intersection between sci-
entific techniques and new understandings of  the past.

Singer of  the Word of  God
Ephrem the Syrian and his Significance 
in Late Antiquity
By Sebastian P. Brock
As the first volume of  the Sebastianyo-
tho series, this book collects Sebastian 
P. Brock’s articles related to Ephrem the 
Syrian. The articles cover a wide array 
of  topics, including a biographical over-
view of  the saint, an exposition of  St. 
Ephrem’s importance for Christianity 

today and his relevance as a theologian, an analysis of  some of  
his works, and a bibliographic guide to editions of  these works. 
While most of  the articles were previously published, many are 
updated and some are published in English for the first time.

978-1-4632-3922-0 / Hb / June 2018 / 366 pp. / $165.00 

Sebastianyotho was launched in 2018 on the occasion of  Sebastian P. Brock’s 
80th birthday to celebrate his prolific contributions to the field of  Syriac 
studies for over half  a century. Each volume in the series collects his works 
on a specific theme and includes new material. Covering a wide range 
of  topics, the series becomes an indispensable encyclopedia on Syriac 
Christianity. To find out more and subscribe to Sebastianyotho, please email 
gemma@gorgiaspress.com

Texts and Studies is a series of  monographs devoted to the study of  Bibli-
cal and Patristic texts. Maintaining the highest scholarly standards, the se-
ries includes critical editions, studies of  primary sources, and analyses of  
textual traditions. The books in this series will serve as valuable reference 
works for scholars interested in text transmission, variation, or reception.

The History of  Mar Behnam and 
Sarah
Martyrdom and Monasticism in Medieval 
Iraq
Edited and Translated by
Jeanne-Nicole Mellon Saint-Laurent 
& Kyle Smith
The History of  Mar Behnam and Sarah 
tells the story of  two siblings who convert 
to Christianity under the tutelage of  Mar 
Mattai, a monastic leader and wonder-

worker from the Roman Empire. In this volume, Jeanne-Nicole 
Mellon Saint-Laurent and Kyle Smith provide the first critical edi-
tion and English translation of  this fascinating martyrdom narrative.

978-1-4632-3914-5 / Pb / Sept 2018 / 166 pp. / $58.00
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The Masorah of  the Former 
Prophets in the Leningrad 
Codex: Vol. 3: 1 Samuel
By David Marcus
This work represents the first time that a 
major part of  the masorah of  the great 
Leningrad Codex, that of  the Former 
Prophets, is being published with an 
English translation and commentary. Al-
most nine-thousand notes are transcribed 
and annotated with biblical references.

   978-1-4632-0597-3 / Hb / June 2018 / 512 pp. / $182.00

The Apostolos
The Acts and Epistles in Byzantine 
Liturgical Manuscripts
By Samuel Gibson
Gibson incorporates modern methodol-
ogy in order to build upon the work of  
recent Lectionary scholarship, analysing 
New Testament and liturgical textual tra-
ditions together, both compilation and 
continuous text. Through this process, 
it is shown that the Apostolos witness 

is not usually copied to another and that consequently there is 
no ‘Lectionary text’ of  Acts and Paul. Instead, Apostolos cop-
ies reflect textual variation in the evolving Byzantine tradition.

   978-1-4632-0609-3 / Hb / July 2018 / 335 pp. / $165.00

TeCLA (Texts from Christian Late Antiquity) is a series present-
ing ancient Christian texts both in their original languages and 
with accompanying contemporary English translations. Cur-
rent titles include major Syriac, Christian Arabic, Armenian, and 
Coptic writers from late antiquity to the early medieval period. 

The Commentary of  Gabriel of  
Qatar on the East Syriac Morning 
Service on Ordinary Days
Text, Translation, and Discussion
By Alex C.J. Neroth van Vogelpoel 
This volume provides a study and an orig-
inal translation from Syriac into English 
of  Mēmrā Discourse Two of  Gabriel of  
Qatar’s liturgical commentary, written 
in the first half  of  the seventh century.

978-1-4632-3924-4 / Pb / Sept 2018 / 432 pp. / $80.00

Jacob of  Sarug’s Additional Homilies on Good Friday
Translation and Introduction by Edward G Mathews Jr.
Neither of  the two homilies found in this volume is included in the 
large edition of  Bedjan. The first survives only in an Armenian ver-
sion and centers around a rather unique lament of  the Mother of  
Jesus who while standing next to the cross and her dying Son chides 
the archangels Gabriel and Michael for not having saved Him from 
such an ignominious death. The other, which survives only in a sin-
gle Syriac manuscript, is a homily On Mary and Golgotha that ac-
cording to tradition Jacob left incomplete at the time of  his death. 
These two homilies appear to be the last two pieces of  a long cycle 
of  homilies that Jacob preached on the events of  Good Friday.

978-1-4632-0752-6 / Pb / June 2018 / 127 pp. / $42.00

Jacob of  Sarug’s Homilies on the 
Six Days of  Creation: The Fourth 
Day
Edited and Translated by Edward G. 
Mathews Jr.
In this fourth installment of  the long 
Homily 71, On the Six Days of  Cre-
ation, Jacob treats of  the events of  
the fourth day, the creation of  the 
spheres of  light over the earth:  the 
sun to rule over the day, and the 

moon and the stars to rule over the night.  They all play a 
role in the growth of  vegetation, trees, etc., as well as the var-
ious times and seasons of  the year.  Jacob even describes the 
sun and moon as types of  God and humankind, respectively.

978-1-4632-3912-1 / Pb / Oct 2018 / 66 pp. / $32.00

Mar Narsai: Homily 33 on the 
Sanctification of  the Church
Edited and Translated by Amir 
Harrak
Narsai’s memra 33 is made of  12 by 12 
syllables, and its title “On the Sanctifi-
cation of  the Church” suggests that it 
was written for the feast of  the Dedi-
cation of  the Church celebrated by the 
Church of  the East to this day on the 
first of  November. The memra names 

the Church of  the Nations the Bride of  the Bridegroom Christ. 
The Church had a pagan origin but Christ chose her to become 
his bride. He thus saved her through his suffering, cleansed 
her with baptism, prepared the bridal feast for her through 
the Eucharist, and crowned her victory over all the nations.

978-1-4632-0552-2 / Pb / Nov 2018 / 69 pp. / $53.00
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After Saturday Comes Sunday
By Susan Adelman
Starting with the biographical story of  
a 92-year-old Chaldean woman from 
northern Iraq and a biography of  a 
Kurdish Jewish woman now living in 
Israel, Adelman writes about the histo-
ry of  Christians and Jews in the Mid-
dle East. Their languages, dialects of  
the 3000 year old Aramaic language, 
are under threat, and their home-
lands continuously threatened by war. 

   978-1-4632-3904-6 / Hb / July 2018 / 320 pp. / $35.00

Materials for the Intellectual 
History of  Imāmī Shīʿism in 
the Safavid Period
A Facsimile Edition of  Ms New 
York Public Library, Arabic Manu-
scripts Collections, Volume 51985A
Prepared for publication and 
introduced by Sabine Schmidtke
In 1934 the New York Public Library 
(NYPL) purchased a sizable collection 
of  250 volumes of  Arabic manuscripts 

through the fund for Semitic literature that had been provided by 
Jacob Heinrich Schiff. Ms New York Public Library, Manuscripts 
and Archives Division, Arabic Manuscripts Collection, Volume 
51985A, a facsimile of  which is included in the present publication, 
belongs to the Shīʿī material among the collection. It is a multitext 
volume of  269 leaves which in its present form comprises seven in-
dividual works. It is hoped that the present facsimile edition will en-
able and encourage scholars to delve into the materials it contains.

   978-1-4632-3923-7 / Hb / Sept 2018 / 564 pp. / $290.00

Full Series List
For environmental reasons, we have not included a phys-
ical copy of  our ever-growing full-series list at the end of  
this catalog. Instead, you can access a PDF of  our com-
plete back-catalog by visiting the web address below or 
by using a mobile device to scan the associated QR code.

https://www.gorgiaspress.com/Content/Images/
uploaded/2019_Spring_Catalog_Full_Series_List.pdf

Other Titles
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