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PREFACE

The manuscripts dealing with the teachings and history of a faith are gener-
ally preserved in its churches, monasteries and libraries. Reviewing such
sources, a researcher learns the sacraments of that faith and its missionary
activities. Unfortunately, the majority of manuscripts of the Church of the
East were destroyed by non-Christians or those who opposed the church
and its doctrine. What little that was spared is generally found today in the
Chaldean Catholic churches.

The loss of precious manuscripts is only part of the tragedy experti-
enced by this faith. Throughout its history, its land, churches, monasteries
and cultural institutions have been ransacked and destroyed, while tens of
thousands of its adherents were murdered. This explains in large measure
why, after several centuries of ravage, the Assyrian nation and its ancient
church have been reduced to a feeble minority largely bereft of its rich heri-
tage.

As if these calamities were not enough, yet two more disasters would
further weaken the church:

1. The advent of foreign missionaties who came in the guise of sup-
porters of the Church of the East but in fact sparked division be-
tween this church and those of the Presbyterian, the Orthodox and
the Catholic churches.

2. The schism induced by the bitter personal rivalry between Patriarch
Mar Eshai Shimun XXI and the Indian Metropolitan, Mar Toma
Darmo dating back to the early 1960s. The deposition of the met-
ropolitan led him to abandon his pastoral duties and return to
Baghdad. Once arrived, and with the endorsement of the Iraqi
government, he proceeded to ordain bishops who in turn ordained
him patriarch. It was thus that the Church of the East came to be
split into two separate institutions, one under the leadership of Mar
Addai 11, the other led by Mar Dinkha IV. Predictably, each of
them justifies the legitimacy of his leadership while denigrating that
of the other.
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The bitterness of this divide has affected every Assyrian to the core.
The reader will note that I did not make reference to either of the current
patriarchs in the lists included with this study.

Notwithstanding the paucity of surviving manuscripts, I conducted a
detailed search and studied a variety of sources. Where appropriate, I have
pointed out the errors in a source and this will hopefully be useful to re-
searchers in this field. In partial vindication of my work, I take the liberty to
quote from a recent note sent to me by Professor Sebastian Brock, a long-
time Oxford-based expert in the history and literature of the Churches of
the East:

“Dear Daniel Benjamin,

I was delighted to find in the Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies, just
arrived, that I share much of contents with you! Your piece on the pa-
triarchs [of Church of the East]) is most useful. Many congratulations
on all your fine works.”

It will be appatent to the reader that the present sources are not agreed
as to the exact names of the patriarchs or the period in which they occupied
the apostolic seat. There is a twofold explanation for this incompatibility:
One, the various schisms occurring in the Church’s history; Two, the dearth
of reliable old church manuscripts.

In this work, I offer a patriarchal chronology (List 1) and the dates of
patriarchal tenure (List 2) based on specific sources. Errors found in these
sources have been referenced in the footnotes to each list. The following
three errors have been given particular attention, because, in turn, they led
to egregious errors resulting from illiteracy. The patriarchal chronology (list
1) and the period of their occupation of the apostolic seat (list 2) that I have
compiled are based on specific sources and the mistakes that exist in them
have been referenced in the footnotes of these two lists. The following
three errors have been given particular attention, because, in turn, they led
to egregious errors resulting from illiteracy.

1. Simon Peter was listed as patriarch of the Church of the East in
these sources:

a. In the Book of Pear]l published by Kashisha Yosip D’Kelaita,
Simon Peter is listed as the first patriarch while he was not listed
in the book of Partoete which was published by the above men-
tioned Kashisha in the city of Urmia.

b. In his English translation of the Book of Pearl, Mar Eshai Shi-
mun XXI lists Simon Peter following the footsteps of Kashisha
Yosip D’Kelaita.
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c. The book of Professor Gewargis David Malik lists Simon Peter
as the second patriarch of the Church of the East after Apostle
Thomas.

This error is based on a phrase found in the First Epistle of Peter,
Chapter 5, verse 13, in which he says “The chosen church which is at Baby-
lon, salutes you.”

There is not a single historical document that confirms Simon Peter
visited Babylon. At that time, this city was destroyed and the remaining
Jewish generations that were taken captive to Babylon on March 2, 606 BC
by King of Kings Nebuchadnezzar had already returned to Jerusalem after
70 years of living in the land of Diaspora, by the permission of Cyrus I, the
Persian King in 536 BC. Moreover, all remaining residents of Babylon in
275 BC were taken as immigrants to Seleucia, the capital of Seleucian Em-
pire.

At the time Simon Peter wrote his epistle, the Jews had not yet forgot-
ten the bitter days that their forefathers had spent in Diaspora under the
authority of Babylon, their first exodus. In his epistle, Simon Peter is refer-
ring to the city of Rome, their new Diaspora whose authority at that time
extended to the land of Judea.

Another indication that he is referring to Rome as Babylon comes
from the book of Revelation of John where he states in chapter 17, verses

5-9 “Babylon the great, the mother of hatlots ...... and the beast that
carries her, which has the seven heads.....” The city of Rome, as is known
to all, is built on seven hills.

2. In the latter years of his patriarchate, Mar Eshai Shimun changed his
title from Mar Shimun XXI to Mar Shimun XXIII. The reader will see
cleatly in the text of this study that this change has no valid historical basis.

3. The present patriarch, Mar Dinkha took the title of Mar Dinkha IV
based on the list prepared by Kashisha Iskhaq Rehana which erroneously
includes a Mar Dinkha III in the 14th century, who in reality did not exist.
The correct title of the present patriarch should be Mar Dinkha III.

After three years of extensive research, I have prepared a new chro-
nology of the patriarchs (list 3). This work is offered in the hope that it will
provide a legitimate basis for correcting long-standing inaccuracies in previ-
ous patriarchal chronologies of the Church of the East.

Daniel D Benjamin






THE PATRIARCHS OF THE CHURCH OF THE
EAST

There is not a fully reliable document in which the names of the Patriarchs
of the Church of the East are listed chronologically nor where the periods
during which they occupied the seat of its leadership are accurately defined.
Such an absence is understandable, considering that the history of the
Church of the East is buried in the depths of ancient times, making it
unlikely that such documents and records—even if they once existed—
would have survived to the present. Over the past two millennia, Middle
East Christians generally, and members of outr nation specifically, have ex-
perienced indescribable afflictions. The disasters befalling our nation, first
under paganism, then due to religious discrimination, have resulted in the
loss of thousands of old religious manuscripts and cultural writings that
existed in churches, monasteries, and schools. What remains is woefully
small, and most of a few centuries-old have been preserved in museums of
the European countries and in particular at the Vatican, in Rome.

With the passage of twenty centuries, compiling a reliable list of the
Patriarchs of the Church of the East and accurately specifying their tenure
of the apostolic seat is a difficult, if not impossible task. To verify a date
with certainty, it is necessary to dig in the depths of history. But the conclu-
sions of one particular researcher may be at variance with that of his or her
colleagues. This difficulty became obvious to this writer, when the two rele-
vant lists attached here were compiled and made part of this writing.

In comparing the names of the patriarchs and the dates of their occu-
pation of the apostolic seat as noted in these two lists, we see that generally
they coincide. However, in the list prepared by Mar Eshai Shimun! which
documents, zuter alia, patriarchal dates in the first three centuries, we see
clear divergence from the other sources. In his list, Mar Eshai Shimun has
included three patriarchs who are not mentioned on any other list. On the
other hand, what he lists from the fourth century to the beginning of the

I It should be noted that while we refer to this list as that of Mar Eshai Shi-
mun, in reality the list was developed by Kashisha Iskhak Rehana at the request of
the Patriarch.
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sixteenth century is nearly identical to the other sources. It is possible that
all those who documented the history of the patriarchs from the 4m to the
16t centuries, relied on sources which were compatible with one another.
This compatibility is evident when we look at List # 2 attached. In particu-
lar, we note the compatibility of dates of patriarchal tenure from Shimun I
Bar Sabbai (Patriarch No. 14) to Shimun VI (Patriarch No. 96). It was just
after this period that a schism occurred in the Church of the East, splitting
it into two branches, and still later splitting it into three branches. During
this latter period, one may cleatly see the incompatibility between the Mar
Eshai Shimun list and the other lists.

A closer look at the history of the leadership of the Church of the East
is key to understanding the reason for these competing lists.

1. THE L1ST OF KASHISHA YOSIP DEKELAITA

Kashisha Yosip DeKelaita prepared this list and published it in, “The Book
of Marganitha”?in 1924. It is similar to the list of patriarchs in the book of
Partote? (the third source) which was arranged by the above mentioned
Kashisha and published in 1898 in the City of Urmia. The differences be-
tween these two sources are minimal.

e Simon Peter was mentioned on the top of the list in The Book of
Marganitha but was omitted from the book of Partote. Kashisha
DeKelaita included it in the list based on a phrase in epistle of Pe-
ter I, chapter 5, verse 13, in which he says, “She who is in Baby-
lon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings.”

e The Book of Marganitha contains the names of fourteen patri-
archs following Shimun VII after the schism in the church (Yabh-

2 The Book of Marganitha (The Pearl) on the Truth of Christianity was written
by Mar Abhd-Isho Bar Brikha, metropolitan of Nisibis and Armenia in 1298. The
author translated this book into Arabic in 1312. The reference here is to the edition
of Kashisha Yosip DeKelaita printed at the Assyrian Press of the Church of the
East, Mosul, Iraq 1924.

3 The Book of Partute (crumbs or fragments) written in Aramaic and printed
in Urmia at the press of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Mission, 1899. The book
contains selected fragments from various sources in Aramaic. Shamasha Yosip
DeKelaita made the selection of this material and organized it in the format that is
printed. At the end of the book, DeKelaita included a list of the patriarchs of the
Church of the East and the periods of their occupation of the Apostolic seat up to
Shimun VII (Dinkha bar Mama).
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Alaha IV to Eshai Shimun XXI) which do not appear in the book
of Partote.

In The Book of Partote and The Book of Marganitha, Kashisha
DeKelaita does not mention the sources for the information appearing in
his list. However, in a footnote at the bottom of page 134 of The Book of
Marganitha, he states that due to unavailability of historical books, he com-
piled with laborious effort, the list in an outline form and brought it into
existence with the help of Kashisha Suleiman Saegh (of the Chaldean
Church) in the city of Mosul.

A somewhat intriguing chronology may be seen not only in the list of
Kashisha DeKelaita in The Book of Marganitha, but equally in all other
sources included in List 2, including the reference of Albert Aboona. What
we see is that from the beginning of the eighteenth century until the begin-
ning of the twentieth century (a period of 203 years, from 1700-2003), four
patriarchs are said to have occupied the seat of leadership of the Church of
the East, each one of them for a period of forty years exactly; and following
them, a fifth patriarch is said to have served forty-three years. To the aver-
age person, such neat division claiming equal duration of tenures raises
some doubt. One is led to speculate that for the 203 years in question, the
identity of the patriarchs and the period of their patriarchal tenure was not
known, except for the names of five of them. The further supposition is
that the list compiler simply divided this petriod in equal 40-year segments
among the first four patriarchs, and ascribed a 43-year tenure to the fifth
patriarch.

2. THE LI1ST OF MAR ESHAI SHIMUN

The two lists we have compiled and which appear in this article were the
product of a three-year study of numerous sources, poring over lists in dif-
ferent languages, and reading thousands of book pages. With the compila-
tion of these two lists, we have concluded that the list of Mar Eshai Shimun
included in The Book of Marganitha* (which he translated into English
from Kashisha DeKelaita’s edition), is riddled with egregious errors which
in turn became the basis for additional distortions.

Candor requires us to state unequivocally that in their list of patriarchs
in The Book of Marganitha in the English language, neither Mar Eshai

* The Book of Marganitha (The Peatl) on the Truth of Christianity, Mar
Themotheus Memorial Printing and Publishing House Ltd., Ernakulam, Kerala,
India, 1965.
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Shimun nor Kashisha Iskhak Rehana show the slightest evidence of seri-
ous-minded research. As we have already noted, the list of patriarchs in The
Book of Marganitha in the English language was put together by Kashisha
Iskhak Rehana Bet Gadda. Kashisha Rehana makes his role clear, when he
states: “In humble obedience to the profitable injunction of His Holiness
the Catholicos Patriarch of the East, I, Kashisha Iskhaq Rehana d’beth
Gadda, prepared this Tree (table) of the succession of the Catholicos Patri-
archs of the East.”

But in pursuing his task, Kashisha Rehana has relied on a questionable
assumption, which is described in his own words as follows:

“In the present Table of Succession, I have listed the dates that are ac-
ceptable to the majority of various authors. For example, Mar Shimun
Bar Sabbai, served on the Patriarchal See:

From 320-330 according to The Book of Marganitha
From 326-344 according to Amr Bar Mattay

From 328-339 according to Patros

From 328-340 according to Wigram

From 323-341 according to Tupankchi

From ? —341 according to Gewargis David Malech

The date, therefore, agreed upon by the majority of these sources in
the case of Mar Shimun Bar Sabbai is 328-341 and this I have recorded in
this list. In like manner, I have acted in the case of all the Catholicos Patri-
archs of the East.”

The guidepost used by Kashisha Rehena constitutes questionable
scholarship. This approach led to the mistakes in his list. For example, he
recorded the certain patriarchal terms as follows:

Shimun IV from 14031407
Shimun VI from 1448-1490
Shimun VIII from 1538-1551

But Kashisha Rehena’s dates are quickly disproven simply by examin-
ing their tombstones in the Monastery of Rabban Hormizd near the village
of Alkosh. There, the engraved dates of their deaths reveals the following:>

Shimun IV passed away on February 20, 1497
Shimun VI passed away on March 5, 1538
Shimun VIII passed away on November 1, 1558

> See source of Professor Heleen H. L. Murre-Van Den Berg (source 11 in List

1.
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Also, Kashisha Iskhak Rehana did not include in his list the Great Mar
Awa the First (536-552) who appears in all other lists. Mar Awa is one of
the great Catholicos, with a number of significant texts and interpretations
of both the Old and New Testament to his credit. His writings are listed in
a work of Mar Odisho of Suwa on religious books®. Kashisha Rehana ap-
pears to have overlooked this fact.

Kashisha Iskhak Rehana listed Elia IV erroneously as Elia III and ear-
lier, he listed Elia Abu Khalim as Elia II1. This is presumably a printing et-
ror. Elsewhere, Kashisha Rehana did not comply with his own customized
guideline. His list includes three patriarchs, Bar Tulmai (33-?); Abd
Mshikha (191-203); and Bar Ganbara (1135-1130), each of whom has re-
ceived an “0” symbol after their names in lists 1 and 2, indicating that they
do not exist in any of the other lists.

Kashisha Iskhak Rehana included in his list Mar Dinkha III (1359—
1368) who is not listed in any of the other lists except on the list of Sham-
asha Gewargis David Malech (source 6). And here too, Kashisha Rehana
strayed from his own guideline, cleatly ignoring the opinion of the majority
of historians. This particular error has led to another one, in that, the cur-
rent Patriarch was dubbed Mar Dinkha IV instead of the true se-
quence of Mar Dinkha III.

It is worth mentioning that the late Aprim DeKelaita (the son of
Kashisha Yopip DeKelaita), who participated in the consecration of the
patriarch in England, admitted to this writer that he was equally guilty with
others in selecting the title Dinkha IV. He stated that the mistake was based
on the error made by Kashisha Rehana during the translation of the Book
of Marganitha into English.

Before Kashisha Iskhak Rehana, Professor Gewargis David Malech
alone listed him in this manner and included in his list Mar Dinkha III
(1359-1368). It is noteworthy to point out that:

e David the son of Professor Gewargis David Malech, having realized
the mistake made by his father, did not include Mar Dinkha III in his
list that was published in the “Fragments on the History of Assyr-
ians.”7

e Professor Coakley in one of his papers writes: “More significant is the
addition of another Dinkha (‘1I1I””) to the sequence. The origin of this

¢ The Book of Marganetha, Kashisha Yosip DeKelaita’s version, page 70.
7 Pasiqatha d’tasheta d’athoraye,” Ephram Abraham Press, Chicago, Illinois,
1931.
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evidently non-existent figure seems to be as follows. Dinkha II
reigned 21 years 10 months () according to Guriel.® If he took office
in 1329 he will have died in 1350/1; yet a patriarch Dinkha is firmly
attested in 1364.° This must then be another Dinkha.”10

Another point that has been a cause for debate is the change to the ti-
tle of Eshai Shimun XXI (as it exists in all sources without any exception),
to Eshai Shimun XXIII, found exclusively in the list of Kashisha Iskhak
Rehana. This change was rationalized by Kashisha on the following
grounds:

1. He counted Simon Peter as Shimun 1

2. And Shimun Bar Sabbai (328-341) as Shimun II

3. And Shimun II (according to the list of Kashisha Yosip and all
other lists) as Shimun III

4. Yabh-Alaha IV (according to the list of Kashisha Yosip, Albert
Aboona and David Gewargis Malech) was listed as Shimun X.

Thus he added two patriarchs to his list both bearing the title Shimun,
and in the twinkling of the eye, Eshai Shimun XXI became Eshai
Shimun XXIII.

There is no official document that reveals the exact date of the change
from Shimun XXI to Shimun XXIII, nor is any date given when it was
used. As is the custom in the printing of liturgical books, Kashisha Yosip
DeKelaita, director of the Assyrian Press of the Church of the East, has
printed them “by permission of Mar Eshai Shimun XXI.”

From the day that Mar Eshai Shimun was exiled from Iraq to the is-
land of Cyprus (Friday, May 18, 1933) until Saturday, February 13, 1937,
there is no authenticated document that indicates that the patriarch used the
title Shimun XXIII. On February 13, 1937, Mar Eshai Shimun wrote an
introduction in English for the book “The Nestorian Churches” without
mentioning his “Shimunaya” title. He concluded his preface with his signa-
ture and follows:

8 J. F. Coakley, The Patriarchal List of the Church of the East, Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta, Uitgevrerij Peeters en Departement Oosterse Studies, Leu-
ven, 1999, pp.77.

° (J. B. Abbelloos and T.J. Lamy (eds.), Gregorii Barhebrai Chronicon ecclesiasticun,
vol. 3, Paris and Louvain, 1877, est. cols, 3—62, 566—575.

10 In fact—Guriel’s figures being worthless—it was the same Dinkha. For
further evidence see J.M. Vosté, “Mar Denha II Catholicos Nestorien,” OCP 12
(1946), 208-210.
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Eshai Shimun

By the Grace of God
Catholicos Patriarch
of the East

The first inkling of a date for this change comes from the news cover-
ing his arrival for the first time in the City of New York. On July 31, 1940,
the editor of The New York Times wrote about the arrival of Mar Eshai
Shimun to the United States of America, describing him as “the twenty
third member of his family.”

A second indication is the Patriarch’s photograph at a dinner party in
January 1940 in the city of Yonkers, New York, where the photographer
wrote on it “Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII.” It is pertinent to mention here that
both of these sources point out that he is the 119th patriarch of his church,
whereas the chronological list compiled by Kashisha Iskhak Rehana in his
translation of the book of Marganetha, lists him as the 111th patriarch.

3. THE BOOK OF PARTOTE

This book contains samples from the writings of thirty fathers of the
church and other writers. The Anglican missionary, David Jenks partici-
pated in its compilation. Kashisha Yosip DeKelaita (then a Shamasha) ed-
ited the collection.

From its preface, we understand that Kashisha Yosip DeKelaita com-
piled the patriarchal list therein. However, there is no mention as to the
sources from which he obtained the details. It is very possible that one of
the sources on which Kashisha Yosip DeKelaita depended in preparing his
list was the list of Gewargis David Malech. Though the Malech list was not
published at the time, its existence was known to DeKelaita who worked
with Kashisha Nestorus, (the son of Gewargis David Malech) in the Church
Motwa. !l

Simon Peter is not included in this list. The list includes the names of
patriarchs up to Shimun VII (Dinkha bar Mama) at which time the schism
occurred in the church and Yohannan Sulaka was ordained a patriarch by
the Pope of Rome.

11 See the resignation letter of Kashisha (then Shamasha) Yosip DeKelaita
dated September 27, 1908 in which he withdraws as secretary of the Motwa and
cancels his membership. See page 360 of the book of Gewargis David Malech.
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4. KASHISHA ALBERT ABOONA

Kashisha Albert Aboona is a great educator of the Chaldean Church. He
has many writings in which his proficiency in the history and literature of
the church is evident. He compiled lists of the patriarchs of both branches
of the church and included them in his book, “Aramaic Language and Lit-
erature” written in Arabic.

Differences between the lists of Albert Aboona and other lists are as
follows:

e  Even though Albert Aboona included Youkhannan II (Garba) in his list,
he refers to him as an unofficial patriarch. This is the reason that he lists
the patriarchs from Youkhannan III (Bar Narsai) to Youkhannan VIII as
Youkhannan II to Youkhannan VII.

e  Amr Bar Shleimon, mentions in his book ‘“Patriarchs of the See of the
East, the Book of Magdal” that after the death of Sargis (of Suwa) a divi-
sion occurred in the church whereby they elected two patriarchs, Anoosh
Bet Garmay and Israel of Kashkar. This is the reason why Albert Aboona
lists only Israel of Kashkar as the patriarch.

5. MARI BAR SHLEIMON

Mari Bar Shliemon, a well-known historian, wrote his book during the pa-
triarchate of Mar Yahwala II (1190-1222).

Mari Bar Shleimon, like his colleague Amr Bar Mattay, wrote at length
on the patriarchs of the East and on their communications or exchanges
with the Sultans and Caliphs. Many of the dates that are mentioned in his
writings are in Lunar calendar (Hegira).

6. PROFESSOR GEWARGIS DAVID MALECH

Professor Shamasha Gewargis David Malech, born in the year 1835 in the
town of Spurgan, earned his education in the theological college of the
American Missionaries in the town of Siri, Urmia. This educator has written
the complete history of the Assyrian nation and the Church of the East in
the Assyrian language.

On his way to the United States of America with his son Kashisha
Nestores, Shamasha Gewargis passed away in 1909 in Tiflis, Georgia. After
his son arrived in the city of Chicago, he translated his father’s book into
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the Norwegian language and a female physician translated it to English and
printed it in 1910.12

The list of Gewargis David Malech, especially after the schism in the
sixteenth century, is not compatible with other sources. The patriarchs that
he listed after Shimun VIII, whom he calls Youkhanan Sulaka, fall far apart
from other lists. His list also includes the names of Chaldean patriarchs
enumerated as follows: Elia VII, Shimun Elia VIII, Youkhanan Elia IX,
Ogen Elia X, Dinkha Elia XI, Esho-Yabh Elia XII, Dinkha Shimun V| Elia
Shimun XVI, Shimun, Yosip Mukhatas, Nona Shimun XVIII, Oraham
Shimun XIX, Rovil Shimun XX, and Benyamin Shimun XXI who occupied
the patriarchal seat in 1903. Professor Gewargis David Malech wrote his
book during the period that Mar Benyamin occupied the apostolic seat of
the Church of the East.

In 1931, his second son David published “Fragments on the History
of Assyrians” a book in the Assyrian language and which includes a list of
patriarchs of the Church of the East. The list reveals pronounced differ-
ences from that of his father and is more compatible with other sources.
For this reason, this writer included in List #1 the names of the patriarchs
after Shimun VIII according to the list of David and not those of his father
Professor Gewargis David Malech.

7. SHAMASHA DAVID BET BENYAMIN

Shamasha David Bet Benyamin is the father of this writer. Shamasha David
was a skillful writer in the literary Assyrian language (Aramaic). In 1956, he
established the Nineveh Press in the city of Kirkuk, Iraq, and printed a con-
siderable number of books in the Assyrian language.

Benyamin’s writings and translations cover a multitude of topics. In
one of his manuscripts, he compiled a list of patriarchs, which is included in
List 1. This list was taken from the book of Kashisha Joseph Guriel® to
whom Professor Coakley made a reference in an earlier paragraph of this
article.

12 Prof. George David Malech, History of the Syrian Nation and the Old Evangelical
Church of the East. Minneapolis, Minn. 1910.

13 J. Guriel, Elementa Chaldaicaec quibus series patriarchum Chaldacorum,
Rome, 1860.
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8. THE NESTORIAN CHURCHES™

Below the title of the book, the author has written the following: “A Con-
cise History of Nestorian Christianity in Asia from the Persian Schism to
the Modern Assyrians.”

Wherever he mentions the name of Mar Eshai Shimun, he refers to
him as Shimun XXI.

9. JOSEPHUS SIMONIUS ASSEMANUS

Assemanus is a well-known Lebanese scholar. His writings have been an
expansive and reliable source for researchers all over the world.

It is significant to mention that Assemanus indicated the duration of
the patriarchs occupying the apostolic seat of the Church of the East on
pages 624—630, volume I1I of his book.!5 In other places he lists the year of
demise, which differs considerably from other sources where he derived his
information. For this reason, in the List # 2, this writer has shown only the
years of patriarchal tenure, but not the year of their demise.

10. THE DEATH OF A NATION

Professor Abraham Yohannan has written the history of Assyrians and the
Church of the East and at the end of his book,!¢ has compiled a list of pa-
triarchs alongside the names of Parthian and Sassanian Kings, Arab Caliphs,
and Othman Sultans.

According to his list, patriarch Mar Benyamin Shimun was Shimun
XVI who was still alive at the time Professor Abraham Yohannan published
his book in 1916.

Under the photograph of Mar Benyamin Shimun which the author has
inserted in the front of his book, he mentions that he was patriarch number
138 in the chain of catholicos of the church of Assyrian Christians. How-
ever, the total number of patriarchs listed individually totals ninety seven,
with an additional seven under the title of Elia, these latter being under the
Chaldean branch of the Church of the East according to other sources.

14 Aubrey R. Vines M.A., B.Sc., The Nestorian Churches, with a foreword by Mar
Eshai Shimun, Independent Press Ltd. 1937.

15 Josephus Simonius Assemanus, Bibliotheca Orientalis Clementino-Vaticana,
An Encyclopedia of Syriac Writers, Gorgias Press, 2004, Vol. 111.

16 Abraham Yohannan, Ph.D., The Deat)) of a Nation, G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New
York & London, 1916.
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11. PROFESSOR HELEEN H. L. MURRE-VAN DEN BERG

The research of Professor Heleen Van Den Berg of the University of Lei-
den, The Netherlands, on the patriarchs of the Church of the East from the
fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries was published in volume 2, number 2,
1999 in the electronic magazine, “Hogoye.”!”

Professor Heleen Van Den Berg based her research on a number of
dependable manuscripts and published sources that are relevant to the spe-
cific period of the history of the patriarchs of the Church of the East.

The significance of her list is derived from the fact that she mentions
the specific dates of the demise of certain patriarchs, which contravenes the
wrong dates found in other lists especially the list of Kashisha Rehana
which we have referred to it in an earlier paragraph.

Mar Eshai Shimun is listed by her as patriarch Shimun XXI.

CONCLUSION

While segments of this article and the lists associated with it have been pub-
lished elsewhere, we hope that the presentation in this specific frame cre-
ates an encompassing and clearer picture of the history of the leadership of
the Church of the East, and reveals a number of previously unpublicized
mistakes. To prepare a complete and fully accurate chronological list of the
patriarchs, it is necessary to penetrate into the depths of history and study
all related manuscripts; which may include minute items of information, but
when examined thoroughly by researchers, the secrets buried in their dark
folds may reveal certain truths not known before. Without laborious effort,
it is possible and even likely that the researcher will reach incorrect conclu-
sions. Utilizing the sources that have been studied by writers and research-
ers mentioned in this writing, we hope that we have been successful in cor-
recting some of the mistakes.

Finally, it is this writer’s hope that the foregoing research will be con-
sidered with an open mind, in the hope that the exposure of past mistakes
will lead to a more accurate history.

17 Heleen Van Den Berg, The Patriarchs of the Church of the East from the
Fifteenth to Eighteenth Centuries, Hugoye: Journal of Syriac Studies, Vol.2, No. 2,
1999.
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Odishu Il (bar Ars)

Makkikha I (bar Shlemon)

Elia Il (bar Magli)

Barsoma (of Suwa)
Bar Gabbara
Odishu Il

JERTTIN

72
73
74
75
76

77
78

Albert Aboona listed him as Youkhanan VII bar Targala

O Appears only on the list of Mar Eshai Shimon
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(3) Chronology of Patriarchs of the Church of the East

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Complied by Daniel D. Benjamin

Tooma, the Apostle

Addai (Taddai), the Apostle
Agali, disciple of Addai
Mari, disciple of Addai
Abris (Relative of Virgin Mary)
Oraham | (of Cashkar)
Yacob I (Relative of Yosip)
Akha d’Awu

Shakhlupa (of Kashkar)
Papa (bar Gaggai)

Shimun 1 (bar Sabbai)
Shahdost

Bar Baashmin

Tumarsa

Qaiyuma

Eskhaq |

Akhkhi

Yabh-Alaha |

Maana

Qarabukht (Marabukht)
Dadishu

Bawai (Baboy)

Agaq

Bawai

Sheela

47



48 The Patriarchs of the Church of the East
26 Narsai/Elisha
27 Polous
28 Mar Awa |, the Great
29 Yosip
30 Khazqiyil
31 Esho-Yabh I (Arzunaya)
32 Sorishu I (Garmagaya)
33 Gregor (Gregorius)
34 Esho-Yabh Il (Gdalaya or Arab)
35 Mar Immeh
36 EshYabh Il (Khdayawaya)
37 Gewargis |
38 Youkhannan I (bar Martha)
39 Khnanishu | (Khgira)
40 Youkhannan Il (Garba)
41 Sliwazkha
42 Pethyon
43 Mar Awa Il (bar Brikh Siwyane)
44 Surin
45 Yacob Il
46 Khnanishu Il
47 Timotheus |
48 Eshu-barnon
49  Gewargis Il
50 Sorishu Il
51 Oraham Il (of Marga)
52 Teadasis (Theodoros)
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53 Sargis (Suwaya)

54 Anosh (d’beth Garmay)

55 Youkhannan 11 (bar Narsai)
56 Youkhannan IV

57 Youkhannan V (bar Ogare)
58 Oraham Il (Abraza)

59 Ammanoel

60 Israel (Karkhaya)

61  Odishu | (Garmagaya)

62 Mari (bar Tobi) Aturaya

63 Youkhannan VI (Youannis)
64  Youkhannan VII (bar Nazuk)
65  Eshoyabh IV (bar Khazqiyil)
66 Elia | (of Terhan)

67 Youkhannan VIII (bar Targala)
68  Sorishu Il (bar Zanbur)

69 Odishu Il (bar Ars)

70 Makkikha I (bar Shlemon)
71 Elia Il (bar Magli)

72 Barsoma (of Suwa)

73 QOdishu Il

74 Eshoyabh V (Baladaya)
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Dear Daniel Benjamin,

I was delighted to find in the Journal of Assyrian Academic
Studies, just arrived, that | share much of contents with you! Your
piece on the patriarchs [of Church of the East] is most useful.
Many congratulations on all your fine works.

Sebastian Brock.
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